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the Food, Conservation, and Energy 
Act of 2008. I find that the conference 
report also satisfies the conditions of 
the deficit-neutral reserve fund for the 
farm bill, including being fully paid for 
over both the five and 10-year time pe-
riods. Therefore, pursuant to section 
307, I am amending the reserve fund ad-
justment made on November 5, 2007, 
and further revising the aggregates in 
the 2008 budget resolution, as well as 
the allocation provided to the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry, to reflect the final esti-
mate for the completed farm bill. 

I ask unanimous consent that the fol-
lowing revisions to S. Con. Res. 21 be 
printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2008—S. CON. RES. 21; FURTHER REVISIONS TO 
THE CONFERENCE AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 
307 DEFICIT-NEUTRAL RESERVE FUND FOR THE FARM 
BILL 

(In billions of dollars) 

Section 101 

(1)(A) Federal Revenues: 
FY 2007 ............................................................................. 1,900.340 
FY 2008 ............................................................................. 2,016.793 
FY 2009 ............................................................................. 2,114.754 
FY 2010 ............................................................................. 2,170.343 
FY 2011 ............................................................................. 2,351.046 
FY 2012 ............................................................................. 2,493.878 

(1)(B) Change in Federal Revenues: 
FY 2007 ............................................................................. ¥4.366 
FY 2008 ............................................................................. ¥34.003 
FY 2009 ............................................................................. 7.828 
FY 2010 ............................................................................. 6.622 
FY 2011 ............................................................................. ¥43.504 
FY 2012 ............................................................................. ¥103.218 

(2) New Budget Authority: 
FY 2007 ............................................................................. 2,371.470 
FY 2008 ............................................................................. 2,501.726 
FY 2009 ............................................................................. 2.520.890 
FY 2010 ............................................................................. 2,573.040 
FY 2011 ............................................................................. 2,688.764 
FY 2012 ............................................................................. 2,720.897 

(3) Budget Outlays: 
FY 2007 ............................................................................. 2,294.862 
FY 2008 ............................................................................. 2,473.063 
FY 2009 ............................................................................. 2,569.024 
FY 2010 ............................................................................. 2,601.423 
FY 2011 ............................................................................. 2,695.166 
FY 2012 ............................................................................. 2.702.695 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2008—S. CON. RES. 21; FURTHER REVISIONS TO 
THE CONFERENCE AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 
307 DEFICIT-NEUTRAL RESERVE FUND FOR THE FARM 
BILL 

(In millions of dollars) 

Current Allocation to Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
Committee 

FY 2007 Budget Authority .................................................... 14,284 
FY 2007 Outlays ................................................................... 14,056 
FY 2008 Budget Authority .................................................... 17,088 
FY 2008 Outlays ................................................................... 14,629 
FY 2008–2012 Budget Authority .......................................... 76,881 
FY 2008–2012 Outlays ......................................................... 71,049 

Adjustments 
FY 2007 Budget Authority .................................................... 0 
FY 2007 Outlays ................................................................... 0 
FY 2008 Budget Authority .................................................... ¥1,500 
FY 2008 Outlays ................................................................... ¥976 
FY 2008–2012 Budget Authority .......................................... 401 
FY 2008–2012 Outlays ......................................................... ¥483 

Revised Allocation to Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
Committee 

FY 2007 Budget Authority .................................................... 14,284 
FY 2007 Outlays ................................................................... 14,056 
FY 2008 Budget Authority .................................................... 15,588 
FY 2008 Outlays ................................................................... 13,653 
FY 2008–2012 Budget Authority .......................................... 77,282 
FY 2008–2012 Outlays ......................................................... 70,566 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period for the transaction 
of morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDING OF ISRAEL 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, over the 
past week, the Jewish people and their 
friends around the world have cele-
brated the historic and proud occasion 
of the 60th anniversary of the founding 
of the modern State of Israel. I rise to 
join my colleagues in again congratu-
lating and honoring the Israeli people 
in reaching this monumental mile-
stone, and to recognize the enduring 
and unwavering relationship between 
our two countries. 

During my tenure in public service, 
it has truly been an honor to consist-
ently stand with Israel. Throughout 
my 29 years in Congress—begun the 
same year, 1979, when I attended the 
signing of the Israeli-Egyptian peace 
treaty at the White House—I have 
fought for Israel’s absolute right to 
exist in peace, and I have understood 
Israel’s enduring value as a strategic 
ally to America. And for twice as long 
as I have been privileged to help en-
hance this relationship in Congress, 
Israel has proven itself time and again 
not only to be a true ally of the United 
States in terms of our shared security 
interests, but also in terms of uphold-
ing democratic ideals. 

In its first 60 years, the modern State 
of Israel has proven itself to be a bas-
tion of democracy in a region rife with 
authoritarianism. Israel is the only 
country in the Middle East whose citi-
zens enjoy the right to vote, speak, and 
pray freely. As notable as it is that 
Israel has successfully brought these 
critical elements of western-style de-
mocracy to the region, it is even more 
remarkable that it has been able to 
guarantee these freedoms while under 
constant threat from terrorists and 
countries along its borders. In this 
way, Israel has proven itself to be a 
true democracy—a paragon of political 
openness and liberty. 

As the first woman to serve in both 
houses of a State legislature and both 
Houses of the U.S. Congress, I regard 
Israel’s inclusion and empowerment of 
women in politics as an especially in-
spiring feature of its democratic tri-
umph. Highlighted by the election of 
Golda Meir as Prime Minister in 1969, 
Israeli women played as central a role 
in the founding and flourishing of the 
State of Israel as their male counter-
parts. Meir’s legacy is proudly contin-
ued today by countless Israeli women 
in top government positions in Israel, 
including Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni, 
Speaker of the Knesset Dalia Itzik, and 
Justice Dorit Beinish, who serves as 
the President, or Chief Justice, of the 
Supreme Court. 

Again, Israel’s proud record of out-
standing participation by women in the 
governance of their country stands in 
stark contrast to the disenfranchising 
of women from public life elsewhere in 
the Middle East. And while many of its 
neighbors suffer from a high illiteracy 
rate among women, Israel has achieved 
educational parity for men and women, 
with 57 percent of all academic degrees 
in the country being earned by women. 

By advancing the causes of political 
inclusiveness and freedom, the State of 
Israel has done more than provide a vi-
brant homeland for the Jewish people, 
it has emerged a beacon of modernity 
and hope in an ancient and still trou-
bled region. And there should be no 
doubt that the people and Government 
of United States continue to stand 
alongside Israel as it seeks peace even 
as it endures daily rocket attacks 
against its citizens and vile, hate-filled 
rhetoric from radical and dangerous 
strongmen who speak of its destruc-
tion. In supporting Israel against these 
threats, we support the dignity of all 
peoples against those who would prefer 
the oppressions of humanity’s past to 
the promise of its future. 

And so, on the occasion of its 60th an-
niversary, I rise not only to commend 
the State of Israel and its people, but 
also to thank them, for their friend-
ship, for their bravery, and for their de-
fense of that which is righteous in the 
world. 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have 
sought recognition to commemorate 
the 60th anniversary of Israel’s found-
ing. 

On May 14, 1948, members of the Jew-
ish People’s Council gathered at the 
Tel Aviv Museum to approve the Dec-
laration of the Establishment of the 
State of Israel. The declaration stated, 
in part, ‘‘The State of Israel will be 
open for Jewish immigration and for 
the Ingathering of the Exiles; it will 
foster the development of the country 
for the benefit of all its inhabitants; it 
will be based on freedom, justice and 
peace as envisaged by the prophets of 
Israel; it will ensure complete equality 
of social and political rights to all its 
inhabitants irrespective of religion, 
race or sex; it will guarantee freedom 
of religion, conscience, language, edu-
cation and culture; it will safeguard 
the Holy Places of all religions; and it 
will be faithful to the principles of the 
Charter of the United Nations.’’ These 
were the principles Israel was founded 
on, and these same principles guide it 
today. 

I have visited Israel 25 times since 
taking office in 1981. Under the able 
leadership of the numerous Israeli 
leaders whom I have come to know 
over that period, Israel has remained a 
bastion of democracy in the Middle 
East. 

According to the Freedom House’s 
‘‘Freedom in the World 2008’’ report, 
Israel is the only free country in the 
Middle East. Evidence of Israel’s strong 
democratic traditions is seen in the in-
quisitiveness of its press: the Freedom 
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House considers the Israeli press to be 
the only free press in the region. 

Israel’s economy has also prospered 
under democratic rule. According to 
the Economist Intelligence Unit, 
‘‘Israel’s economy is far more diversi-
fied and sophisticated than its neigh-
bors.’’ ‘‘Israel has the highest propor-
tion of engineers in the workforce 
[worldwide], and nearly double the 
share of second-place US and Japan.’’ 
Its well-educated populace has enabled 
its high-tech industry to make ad-
vances in research and development, 
enabling Israeli firms ‘‘to achieve glob-
al leadership in a number of fields, in-
cluding various segments of the soft-
ware industry, anti-virus protection 
and computer security systems, as well 
as in the areas of fiber optics and 
electro-optics, medical instruments 
and medical imaging systems.’’ 

During my time in the Senate, I have 
worked to ensure Israel’s security. One 
aspect of this has been securing eco-
nomic and military assistance for 
Israel. During my most recent trip to 
Israel, in December 2007, I met with 
President Shimon Peres and Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert. We discussed, 
among other things, the Israeli-Pales-
tinian peace process, Iran’s role in the 
region, and the U.S.-Israeli bilateral 
relationship. In each instance, it was 
clear to me that both the United 
States and Israel benefit greatly from 
our strong ties and shared ideals. 

At the core of the United States- 
Israeli relationship is the Middle East 
peace process. There have been so 
many developments since Israel 
emerged as a state. The enmity which 
has existed for decades has meant 
senseless killing, terrorism in Israel, 
and Hezbollah and Hamas firing rock-
ets into Israel, prompting the justified 
retaliation by Israel as a matter of self 
defense. 

It is crucial that Israel’s neighbors 
understand the importance of words 
and perceptions in the peace process, 
bringing the region closer to the goals 
set forth in the November 27, 2007 Joint 
Israeli-Palestinian Declaration at An-
napolis: ‘‘We express our determination 
to bring an end to bloodshed, suffering 
and decades of conflict between our 
peoples; to usher in a new era of peace, 
based on freedom, security, justice, 
dignity, respect and mutual recogni-
tion; to propagate a culture of peace 
and nonviolence; to confront terrorism 
and incitement, whether committed by 
Palestinians or Israelis.’’ 

The democratic principles set forth 
in the Declaration of the Establish-
ment of the State of Israel have en-
abled Israel to thrive for the past 60 
years and will continue to guide it into 
the future. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I rise 
today to acknowledge the 60th anniver-
sary of the founding of the modern 
State of Israel. 

On May 14, 1948, the people of Israel 
proclaimed the establishment of the 
sovereign and independent State of 
Israel, and the Government established 
full diplomatic relations. 

The United States and Israel share a 
deep friendship and alliance. Our alli-
ance is based on the belief of the 
United States in Israel’s right to exist 
and our countries’ shared values of de-
mocracy. 

Both Israel and the United States un-
derstand the values of life, liberty, op-
portunity, security, and freedom. Addi-
tionally, we both seek to address the 
common threat of terrorism. We recog-
nize that terrorist organizations have 
denounced the values of freedom, and 
we are dedicated to ensuring that ter-
rorism does not prevail. 

Throughout Israel’s history, the 
country has strived to build a demo-
cratic nation despite severe obstacles. 
Yet the people of Israel continue to 
show great strength and perseverance 
as they seek peace with their neigh-
bors. 

I extend my congratulations to our 
friends, the people of Israel, and I join 
them in celebrating this occasion. 

f 

THE MATTHEW SHEPARD ACT OF 
2007 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate 
crimes legislation that would strength-
en and add new categories to current 
hate crimes law, sending a signal that 
violence of any kind is unacceptable in 
our society. Likewise, each Congress I 
have come to the floor to highlight a 
separate hate crime that has occurred 
in our country. 

In the early morning hours of Satur-
day, May 10, 2008, in Muncie, IN, Kyle 
Flood was attacked for being gay in 
what he believes was a hate crime. 
Flood, a 21-year-old college student at 
Ball State University, says he was 
leaving a bar at about 3 a.m. when two 
college-aged men approached him and 
his friends using anti-gay epithets. 
When the two groups crossed paths, a 
fight erupted. Flood was shoved to the 
ground and punched in the face. He was 
later treated at the local hospital for a 
scratched cornea, swollen eye, cuts and 
bruises. The Ball State community has 
reacted to the beating, and students 
have been informed to stay calm and 
try to travel to and from social events 
in groups. Police Chief Gene Burton 
has said that bias-motivated attacks 
are rare among students, but that they 
have happened before. No arrests have 
been made in connection with the as-
sault. 

I believe that the Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. Federal laws intended to pro-
tect individuals from heinous and vio-
lent crimes motivated by hate are woe-
fully inadequate. This legislation 
would better equip the Government to 
fulfill its most important obligation by 
protecting new groups of people as well 
as better protecting citizens already 
covered under deficient laws. I believe 
that by passing this legislation and 

changing current law, we can change 
hearts and minds as well. 

f 

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize National Foster Care 
Month, an effort to raise awareness 
about our responsibility to support the 
more than half a million children 
across the Nation who are living in fos-
ter care. I would also like to take this 
opportunity to pay tribute to the dedi-
cated adoptive parents who provide 
these vulnerable youth with the perma-
nent families they deserve. 

Having a family is vitally important 
to foster youth like JoJo Carbonell, 
from my home State of California. 
When she was in school, JoJo had to 
ask her teacher to excuse her from the 
assignment to make a family tree be-
cause she didn’t know any of her rel-
atives except her birth mother and her 
sisters. For JoJo, one of the most im-
portant reasons that she is now suc-
cessful and stable is her foster parent, 
Sue Crowley. From Sue, JoJo learned 
the importance of family and began to 
develop heartfelt traditions she will 
carry with her forever. As JoJo grew 
older, she and Sue decided to become a 
permanent family through adoption. 

I am proud of California’s success in 
finalizing more than 66,500 adoptions of 
children from foster care between 2000 
and 2006, but sadly many foster youth 
are never united with a permanent, 
stable family. 

For Priscilla Davis, who ‘‘aged out’’ 
after spending 3 years at nine different 
placements in California’s foster care 
system, having a family would mean 
having someone she could call if she is 
having a problem; having a family 
would mean there is someone to catch 
her if she makes a mistake; having a 
family would mean someone to call if 
something wonderful happens. 

Unfortunately, Priscilla is one of 
about 4,000 foster youth in California, 
and more than 20,000 youth nationwide 
who emancipate, or ‘‘age out’’ of foster 
care every year without ever finding a 
permanent family or establishing a re-
lationship with an adult who will love, 
support, and guide them. 

A recent report by Kids Are Waiting 
and the Jim Casey Youth Opportuni-
ties Initiative found that while the 
total number of children in foster care 
has declined, the number of young peo-
ple aging out of foster care has in-
creased 41 percent since 1998. 

Last year, I introduced the Foster 
Care Continuing Opportunities Act, S. 
1512, which would extend Federal fund-
ing to those States that try to provide 
services that help foster youth transi-
tion to adulthood. Right now, the fu-
ture for foster youth when they are 
emancipated is often bleak. In Cali-
fornia, about 65 percent of emancipated 
youth face homelessness, less than 3 
percent go to college, and 51 percent 
are unemployed. 

While extending support for these 
services at a Federal level could make 
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